APPENDIX
HEGEL ON MAGIC AND RELIGION
MY friend Professor James Ward has pointed out to me that the
view which I have taken of the nature and historical relations of
magic and religion was anticipated by Hegel in his Lectures on the
Philosophy of Religion.1 So far as I understand the philosopher's
exposition, the agreement between us amounts to this: we both hold
that in the mental evolution of humanity an age of magic preceded
an age of religion, and that the characteristic difference between
magic and religion is that, whereas magic aims at controlling nature
directly, religion aims at controlling it indirectly through the media-
tion of a powerful supernatural being or beings to whom man
appeals for help and protection. That I take to be the substance
of Hegel's meaning in the following passages which I extract from
his lectures on the philosophy of religion.
Speaking of what he calls the religion of nature he observes;
" Fear of the powers of nature, of the sun, of thunder-storms, etc.,
is here not as yet fear which might be called religious fear, for this
has its seat in freedom. The fear of God is a difierent fear from
the fear of natural forces. It is said that * fear is the beginning of
wisdom'; this fear cannot present itself in immediate religion. It
first appears in man when he knows himself to be powerless in his
particularity, when his particularity trembles within him. ... It is
not, however, fear in this higher sense only that is not present here,
but even the fear of the powers of nature, so far as it enters at all
at this first stage of the religion of nature, changes round into its
opposite, and becomes magic
" The absolutely primary form of religion, to which we give the
name of magic, consists in this, that the Spiritual is the ruling
power over nature. This spiritual element does not yet exist^
1 Vorksungen tibtr dit Philosophu works, Berlin, 1832), The coincidence
ikr Religion, L 220 syj. (vol. XL of was also pointed out to me by my
the first collected edition of Hegel's friend Dr. J. M. E. McTaggart
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